
Mr. Richard R i s s e l l ,  Chairman 
T h e  Inspection Fanel 
181.8 H S t r e e t ,  NW 

1. r, Washington, DC LB433 

Dear M r .  E i s s e l l :  

COBREVIVENCIA , Fyierids of the Ear th  Faraguay, respectfuliy zuli,mit,s TkÚu 
Request, f o r  Inspection of violat ions of World Rank policies i n  t h e  design 
and implement,ation of t h e  Yacyreta Hydroelectr ic  F r o j e c t  (YHF). We are 
filirig t Jds  claim ori behaif of COBREVIVENCIA and a:? r ep resen ta t iv rc ,  nf 
persons  cc rec t ly ,  materially and adversely a f f e c t e d  by t h e  project. 
Original copies  of Authorizatioiis of Representat ion are at. tached t o  t l d s  
let,t,er, but, due t80 tlie l i l rer iho~d of retaliat-im t2gairis tt t,hiIjse individuals,  
w e  must ask tha t .  t h e i r  names and a f f i l i a t i ons  remairi s t r ic t+ ly  confident ia l .  

COEREVIVENCIA has been ac t ive ly  monitoring the YHF and working with local 
communitieu s ince 1991. SORREVIVENCIA is a non-profit. organiaatsion 
dedicated t o  act,iori and r e s e a r c h  f o r  the protect l ion? conserva  t ion  and 
r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  environment. Our works p r io r i t i ze  id igenous ,  peasant.  
and marginalized ixrban commuriities living in pcvert2y. We have  repeatedly 
warned ERY and the Ranks of t h e  r i s k s  and problems a s s o c i a t e d  witEli t h e  
financing of t h e  YHF, b u t  our warnings and coricerris have  been corisist.erit3.y 
ignored. T h e  vt’iices cjf t h e  a f f ec t ed  people and ;f c iv i l  scxiety have been 
silenced arid public par t ic ipa t ion  has been a sham. T h e  Eaiilis siid the e n t i t y  
they  have supported and financed, t h e  Entidad Rinacinnal Yacyrrsta ( E W ) .  
have been unresponsive t o  the ccmrtern:~ arid demands of t h e  pec)ple whose 
l i v e s  a re  being a f f ec t ed  by this project. 
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T h e  s i taa ta ion  at, Yacyreta is extremely urgent ,  especially i n  l i gh t  csf the 
fact2 t h a t  the Barilrs, ERY and tJie governments of Argent>ina arid Paraguay 
a r e  ac t ive ly  discussing pr iva t iza t ion  of t h e  pro.ject.. Pr iva t iza t ion  would 
only  exasce rba te  an already bad sit,i.iat,im and would not, remedy the p a s t  
violaticsns of Bank policies.  EBY and the Ranks have failed t o  demon.=t:r.ate 
t h e  capacity or  willingness ta mit2.gat.e the envircximeiital and soci.al. 
impacts of t h e  project, a t  76 meters above sea l e v e l  (the current. level) .  Jf 
PHP is privat'ized, t2ie privat;e sector wiLi seek to raise the r e se rvcdr  t o  
83 meters as quickly as possible, in o r d e r  ta maximize p r o f i t s  without 
regard  fo r  t h e  dest,ruct.ion t h a t  wi -u  r e s u l t  from t h a t  e leva t ion .  T h e  
pro pix: en t s of pr iva -Liza L i o n  a re s e eking t o  priva t i z  e the inri c>m e gen e r i"t te d 
by t h e  pro.ject, w h i l e  socializing the costs.  

Neither pr iva t iza t ion  nor  further elevat , isn cjf the re.-iervnir stio!uld taire 
place until environmental and soc ia l  mitigation measures are fu l ly  
developed arid enforceame. 

Thank you f o r  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  this project, .  We look forward to working 
with you i n  t h e  invest igat ior i  of this claim. 

Sincerely.  / 

M 


