From:

Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 3:22 PM

To: Mark Edward Goldsmith; Ibrahim James Pam; Serge Selwan; Dion Lorenz Lipa Romano; Richard
Alexander Wyness: Rupes Kumar Dalai

Cc:

Subject: Re: URGENT - GN 754 Ruaha National Park Border Expansion Triggers Evictions

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[External]
Dear Mark. Ibrahim, Serge. Rupes and Evelyn,

Thank you for the call this morning. I am forwarding our email from February 21, 2024 where we reiterated our demand
for the Inspection Panel to investigate evictions in the REGROW project area in light of GN 754.

Once again, we urge the Panel to include resettlement within the scope of the ongoing investigation.
I do not have Evelyn’s email address. Please forward to her.

Sincerely,

From:
February 21, 2024 at 12:50 PM

To: Mark Edward Goldsmith <mgoldsmithl@worldbank.org>, Ramanie Kunanayagam
<rkunanayagam@worldbank.org>, Ibrahim James Pam <ipam@worldbank.org>, Serge Selwan
<sselwan@worldbank.org>, Dion Lorenz Lipa Romano <dromano@worldbank.org>, Richard Alexander Wyness
<rwyness@worldbank.org>, Rupes Kumar Dalai <rdalai@worldbank.org>

[y



Subject: URGENT - GN 754 Ruaha National Park Border Expansion Triggers Evictions

Dear Mark, Ramanie, Ibrahim, Serge and Rupes,

We are following up to urgently reiterate the need for the Inspection Panel to investigate evictions in the REGROW project area.
During our last discussion on February 16, 2024, we conveyed. - frustration that the looming evictions would not be
included within the scope of the Panel’s investigation. This omission was made despite the Panel observing houses and structures
marked for demolition, fields left unsowed, new power grid connections halted and cruel livelihood restrictions; all intended to drive
people from the area.

After our call, we were stunned to learn that a new Government Notice (GN) had in fact already been issued by the Tanzanian
government. On October 20, 2023, the government officially declared it was modifying the existing boundaries of Ruaha National
Park (RUNAPA) through GN 754 of 2023. As stated in court documents referenced below, the new boundaries will now encompass
at least 23 legally registered villages* — forcing the eviction of over 21,000 people who did not provide their Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent to the decision and have not been compensated. Thousands of additional people living in sub-villages are now
considered within RUNAPA and will be evicted as a result as well.

On December 19, 2023, 855 residents from 23 villages facing eviction in Mbarali District filed a case (Reference 45 of 2023) in the
East African Court of Justice against the Attorney General of Tanzania to nullify GN 754. The case was brought to the regional court
as past attempts to stop the expansion of RUNAPA in Tanzanian courts have failed to provide justice. The lawsuit details how GN 754
is in flagrant violation of both Tanzanian law and international human rights standards. Sworn affidavits from the impacted villagers
reveal that they were not consulted regarding the decision that will upend their lives.

The Panel’s investigation recommendation report from September 2023 explicitly states: “until such time, as there is a signed
General Notice, which may trigger resettlement, it is not possible for the Panel to determine whether there is a plausible link
between the alleged harm or potential harm resulting from resettlement and the Project.” In light of GN 754 — which will trigger
evictions and serious harms to the impacted villages — what course of action will the Inspection Panel take and when?

The Panel’s recommendation report documented a clear commitment from Bank’s Management that “if any resettlement occurs in
the future, Management will ensure that the [Resettlement Policy Framework] RPF is followed and sites specific [Resettlement
Action Plans] RAPs are prepared.” It also specified that “RPF would be applied to resettlement activities that are not supported by
the Project if such resettlement occurred in the same geographical area as the Project.” Will the Panel confirm if these steps are
being followed?

Through GN 754 of 2023, the government has shattered every promise it has made to the World Bank and Panel that no
resettlement would occur without due process, confirming our earlier warnings. The escalating cattle and farm equipment seizures
by TANAPA in January 2024 took place in the villages that will be wiped away by GN 754, indicating that evictions are imminent.

We look forward to learning the next steps the Panel will take to act on this information and remain available to answer questions.
Sincerely,
*Legally registered villages in Mbarali District that facing eviction from GN 754 include:

Mahango, Mkunywa, lheha, Nyangadete, Magigwe, Vikaye, Igunda, Ivalanji, lkanutwa, Nyeregete, Mwanavala, Ibumila, Songwe,
Warumba, Ukwavila, Kapunga, lyala, Luhanga, Madundasi, Msango, Simike, Kilambo, and Udindilwa.

**A review RUNAPA’s new boundaries from GN 754 reveal that dozens of additional sub-villages will also now be located within the
park, leading to the eviction of thousands of more people.



GN 754 in the October 20, 2023 Government Gazette: https://www.utumishi.go.tz/uploads/documents/sw-1698314727-
GAZET1%20LA%20TAREHE%2020%200KTOBA,%20%202023 compressed.pdf

Subsidiary legislation with new coordinates: https://oagmis.agctz.go.tz/portal/legislation/2582
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