




 

 

 

2. What is the name of the World Bank project? (If known) 

 

 

Resilient Natural Resource Management for Tourism and Growth (REGROW) Project  

 

3. Where is the World Bank project located? (Please include country name) 

 

Tanzania  

 

4. Do you live in the project area? 

 

Yes 

 

5. Have your concerns previously been reported to the World Bank? If yes, please provide the details about those 
communications and explain why you are not satisfied with the Bank’s response. 

 

On April 5, 2023, the Oakland Institute sent a letter to several World Bank staff members* sharing the concerns 

detailed in section 1 and requested information on what steps would be taken in response (see attached). On May 18, 

2023, the World Bank shared the outcome of their field mission visit. In their response, the World Bank task team 

completely failed to take responsibility for the abusive actions enabled by the government's funding and did not 

indicate any further action to be taken. Below, we have included details of a rebuttal that was sent to the World Bank on 

May 30, 2023 in response to the May 18, 2023 communication. 

 

First, as mentioned previously, the government publicly announced on October 25, 2022, that it will carry out evictions 

to allow for the expansion of the Ruaha National Park (RUNAPA). The Bank replied, “to the extent that the 

government is pursuing evictions for purposes of extending park boundaries, such activities would fall outside the 

scope of the Project.” The Bank attempted to justify these evictions by claiming: “The extension of the RUNAPA 

boundaries was approved by the National Assembly on November 14, 2007 and was assented to by the President of 

Tanzania on December 15, 2007, through Proclamation Government Notice (GN) number 28. This extension decision 

predates the World Bank-supported Project.” 

 

The World Bank, through REGROW, provides direct material support to the government for management of RUNAPA 

as well as policy and institutional support. The government’s announced evictions are set to occur to expand RUNAPA, 

working towards the REGROW project goal of improving tourism assets in priority areas of Southern Tanzania. The 

fact that the government has a history of attempting to cancel the legal registration of villages in order to expand 

RUNAPA does not clear the World Bank of responsibility. Instead, this should have triggered internal alarms that 

implementing the REGROW project near RUNAPA could result in evictions taking place that would devastate 

thousands of livelihoods during the project. Since the initial announcement in 2007, the evictions had been tabled. In 

2020, former President Magafuli called GN 28 a “a serious blunder” and promised that “this will never happen.” 

However, Magufuli did not cancel GN No. 28 and died with his promise in March 2021. 

 

The October 25, 2022 eviction announcement therefore shocked the impacted villages. Crucially, these eviction plans 

were renewed during the REGROW project are within the project area. Consequently, the government should be 

“obliged to submit a Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for the World Bank’s review and approval,” as prescribed by the 

REGROW Resettlement Policy Framework. The Tanzanian government’s failure to do so, as well as the Bank’s 

decision to not uphold this requirement, is a blatant violation of the Bank’s own safeguards. Furthermore, it makes the 

Bank’s commitment to address systematic failures in preventing forced displacements, an empty promise. 

 

Third, the Bank claimed the grievance mechanism has not received any complaints related to the aforementioned 

allegations. This ignores that 852 smallholder farmers from the aforementioned villages facing eviction have filed a 

case in the High Court of Tanzania at Mbeya, to stop the government’s plans to evict them from their land. 

 

Fourth, the World Bank task team recommended that the “alleged incidents of extrajudicial killings should be reported 







Your personal data will only be used and disclosed for the purpose for which it was collected in accordance with the 

WBG Data Privacy Policy. Inspection Panel will not disclose information provided by complainants that may reveal their 
identity outside of responsible World Bank units without their consent. 

NOTES: 

• *If you are a representative of complainants, we will need a letter from the complainants authorizing you to represent

them.

• Please attach supporting documents, if available.

• If you have any difficulty in completing the form, please contact the World Bank Accountability Mechanism at Email:
ipanel@worldbank.org or by phone: +1-202-458-5200.

Supporting Documents: 

• Police Medical report, May 6, 2023

• Chama Cha Wafugaji Tanzania Report April 2022

• Oakland Institute Correspondence with the World Bank REGROW project team

Supporting documents are available at the Inspection Panel upon request.
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